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The CASE of the Poor Skippers and 
Keel-men of NEW- CASTLE, Truly Stated = 
WITH 


- 


Some REMARKS on a Printed Paper, call'd and pretended 
to be their CASE. FE 2 
O much Falſhood and fo many Miſtakes are contain'd in a Printed Paper, pre- 
tended to be The Caſe of the Poor Skippers and Keel-men of Newcaſtle ; that one 
who knows little of theſe Poor Men, their Condition and Circumſtance, from 
what is there ſuggeſted, would readily apprehend nothing leſs to be defign'd by 
by the BILL now depending, than the Oppreſſion of them, and the Miſapplication 
of their Charity. In Compaſſion therefore to theſe poor Labouring People, who 
may be Sufferers, thro' what hath lately been offer'd as their Caſe, by a Mercinary 
Writer well acquainted with ſome Inſtances of the Waſting and Miſapplying their 
Money, Collected for better Ends ; what follows, on their Behalf, is humbly offer d with 
ſtrict Truth, well ſupported by undeniable Evidence ready to be produce. 

The Skippers and Keel.men Employ'd on the River Type, are in Number about 1600, 
very few of which, if any, during the Seaſon of their Employment, live without the 
Liberties of Newcaſtle, from which Place they and their Families have always receiv'd 
great Benevolence, and many Charities. | 

The Corporation, many Years ſince, at its own Expence, Erected a Chapel, and 
Eſtabliſh'd therein Reading of Prayers, Preaching and Catechizing, for the Benefit of 
them, their Wives and Children, the latter of which are taught gratis, by Schol-Maſters 
appointed, and very liberally Rewarded by the Town for that Service. | 

Theſe and many other great Kindneſſes, conſtantly ſhewn em by the Town, ſuch as 
| Yearly Cloathing many of their Poor of all Ages, and Relieving more with other Cha- 
rities, their own being very inſufficient for Supporting the Number of thoſe that Want, 
induced them, as ſome of the better ſort of em have own'd, to think of doing ſome- 
what for themſelves ; in order to which, they refolv'd upon making ſuch Deductions 
out of their Wages, as are mention'd in the Bil, to be apply'd towards Building of an 
Hoſpital; and in the Year 1699 did Petition the Corporation for Ground on which to 
Build the ſame. © © „„ 

The Town very readily comply'd with their Petition, granting them Ground; and 
the Deductions, according to their Agreement, were made and continu'd till the 
Year 1704; in which Time was Collected and Disburs'd, in the Building, and other 
Charitable Uſes, the Sum of 2350/7. 03s. 10 d. 3. The Management at that time 
being under the Magiſtrates of Newcaſtle, aſſiſted by the Governor and TwO Wardens 
of the Hoſt men's. Company. | 

Soon after this, ſome Turbulent-ſpirited Perſons among the Skippers and Heel. men, 
deſirous of having the Money into their own Hands,raifed divers 1/|-grounded Clamours 
againſt the Two Wardens, who had Receivd and Pay'd their Money, without any 
Reward ſor thetr Trouble : Upon which being weary of that Service, quitted it, Paſſing 
their Accounts to the intire Satisfaction of the late Sir William Blactett, nam'd in that 
Paper, and the other Magiſtrates of that Corporation. 

Another Perſon was appointed for that Service, who continu'd One Year in it, having 
in that Time Receiv'd between 3 and 400 J. applying the ſame to the Uſes for which 
it was Collected: But this proving a Diſappointment to ſome Ill-deſigning Men among 
them, who cou d not be ſatisfy d unleſs they had the Fingering of the Money, in order 
ro Diſpoſe of it at their Pleaſure, they appointed a Steward, or Clerk, who better 
pleas'd them. | „„ 

In ſome time after, the wiſer and honeſter ſort of them, weary of this Management, and 
being truly ſenſible of the great Miſapplication made of their Charitable Contributions, 
the greateſt Part of which was conſum'd in Riotting, Drunkenneſs, and other unneceſ- 
ſary Expences, did Petition the Mayor of Newcaſtle, and the Governor of the Hoaſt. 
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mens Company, to uſe their Endeavours towards procuring an Act of Parliament for 
Perpetuating and Settling their Charity. N 
The Mayor and Governor did accordingly Petition the Houſe of Commons, and ob- 
tain d Leave for the bringing in a Bi for that End : But that Seſſion of Parliament 
being too near an End to Paſs the Bil into an Act, nothing was then done. 
The fame ill Management continuing, and the Wants of the Poor in the Hoſpital 
encreaſing, whereby they were reduced to a Starving Condition, and common Re- 
pairs, &c. wanting; the greateſt part of the Skippers and Heel men, in Compaſſion to 
themſelves and their Poor, did the laſt Year renew their Petition to the Magiſtrates of 
Newcaſtle, praying them to procure an Act of Parliament for Settling their Charity, and 
the Government of their Hoſpital : Who accordingly did Petition for Leave to bring in 
the Bill now depending. | 5 | | 
The Stater of their pretended Caſe can tell, if he pleaſes, how much Money was ſhame- 
fully ſqueez'd out of theſe poor deluded People, towards obtaining a Charter of Incorpo- 
ration; and how little was done for them, after they had parted with their Money. 
It is very falſly ſugeſted, that the Petition of theſe poor Men was obtain d by any undue 
Practices: One of the Worthy Repreſentatives in Parliament for that Town having 
good reaſon to believe the contrary, from what he knows atteſted upon the Oaths of 
ſome of them. | oh | 
He is likewiſe very unlucky, in ſo confidently affirming, that their Petition 
to Her Majeſty was Sign'd by above a Thouſand of them : Ir is now remaining with 
Mr. Attorney-General, to whom it was referr'd, and is only Signd by Aer their 
Steward, and Two other Perſons. e | 
The Bill, as it now ſtands, will effectually cure moſt of the Miſchiefs he complains 
of, and, for the future, prevent many ſuch Tumultuous Riots as have frequently been 
raiſed and continued, by the Miſapplication of that Charity-Money. The Truth of 
which wou'd appear, from the Account of Money ſquander'd away in June and July 1710, 
in ſupporting theſe Men who now oppoſe this Bid, in a Tumult then railed, to the 
entire Stop of the Coal-Trade, and cou'd not be ſuppreſs'd by any other Means than 
Her Majeſty's being pleas'd to Order the Lord Jas Regiment from Hull to Newcaſtle. 
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